
Imagination Ball

CELEBRATING COMMUNITIES 
AND CULTURES

NOVEMBER 10, 2022 | 6-9:30 P.M.

A  G A L A  E V E N T  S U P P O R T I N G

PLEASE TOUCH MUSEUM PRESENTS:

P L E A S E  T O U C H  M U S E U M
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Throughout the year, we celebrate cultural festivals and historic events 
that are meaningful to the Philadelphia community. Through this work, the 
Museum strives to honor the beauty, the shapes, the colors, the sounds, 
the identities, the traditions, and the beliefs that distinguish each of us as 
individuals and as groups.

Museums embody the spirit of looking deeply and seeking new ways 
to view and understand our world. As a children’s museum, we are 
responsible for inspiring little ones to imagine their own futures as they 
explore the world around them. With you, our friends, patrons, and 
community members, we are here to support those futures. Each day 
at the Museum we mix and mingle — and play — creating a dynamic 
kaleidoscope of rich hues and patterns that bring vibrancy to this 
treasured children’s museum. 

Let us nurture and cherish this energy together. 

Wishing you a joyous evening at Please Touch Museum!

Patricia D. Wellenbach 
President & CEO

Shawn Tuli 
Chair, Board of Trustees

           we gather for our first Imagination Ball after a  
two-year hiatus, we are spotlighting the rich diversity of the 
children and families who visit the Please Touch Museum.

Welcome

As 
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6 - 7 p.m. Cocktail Hour

Performance by West Philadelphia High School Drumline

7 - 9:30 p.m. Program

Welcome
Imagination Ball Hosts

Shawn Tuli, Chair, Board of Trustees, Please Touch Museum

Patricia D. Wellenbach, President & CEO, Please Touch Museum

Award Presentations
Portia & Otto Sperr Legacy Award 
Stanford Thompson, Play On Philly

Performance by Play On Philly String Ensemble

Corporate Philanthropy Award 
The GIANT Company

Children & Families Philanthropy Award 
Christine DiBona Lobley, Fred’s Footsteps

Celebrating a Kaleidoscope of  
Communities and Cultures

Closing Remarks

Patricia D. Wellenbach

Raffle Drawing

Evening Schedule
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The West Philadelphia High School Drumline 
 

Samuel Jones-Johnson, Drum Major
Lee-Anthony Cook

Taymir Fisher
Chris Harley

Kymani Lowman-Carter
Paris Perretta

Malik Spurgeon

Play On Philly String Ensemble 
 

Performing Adoration 
Florence Price, arr. Tyler Merideth 

 
Camille Holloman, violin 
Danielle Holloman, violin 

Diego Villamil Gomez, violin 
Zebadiah Coombs, viola

Tonight's Performances
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Through the lens of our greater Philadelphia region, our communities and 
their respective cultures come together in a rich fusion of ever-changing, 
evolving beauty. Everywhere, we encounter music, flavors, and traditions 
that enrich our lives.

Tonight, we honor the rich diversity of the families who visit Please Touch 
Museum every day as we engage friends, patrons, and neighbors in 
a celebration of our communities and their contributions to the vibrant 
culture of our city. 

Funds raised during this year’s Imagination Ball will support the 
Museum’s commitment to access for all families through our community 
benefit initiatives. In 2019, 20% of our overall visitors enjoyed the 
Museum for free or at a deeply reduced rate of $2 per person. 
Since reopening in 2021, that number has increased to more than 
30%. Please Touch Museum has become a critical resource for young 
families looking to reengage their children in learning through play as 
they recover emotionally and financially from the effects of the pandemic. 
Access to the Museum and our programs is needed now, more than ever.   

Your ticket and donations to Imagination Ball supports this critically 
important work. These programs allow Please Touch Museum to welcome 
all children and families, regardless of socioeconomic status, to take part 
in all the Museum has to offer.

Community Impact

                         in 1815, a kaleidoscope is an optical 
instrument using colorful, reflecting surfaces tilted at an  
angle and rotated – creating patterns of beauty in color, 
shape, and light.

Invented
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Free Memberships:
New in 2022, the Museum will provide free memberships to families in 
need, so their children can learn through play while enjoying special  
cultural celebrations and performers, experiencing our temporary  
exhibits, and exploring our permanent exhibits and pop-up  
programming all year long. 

First Wednesdays:
This monthly program, supported in part by TD Charitable Foundation, 
extends our hours from 4 to 7 p.m. and welcomes all visitors at the deeply 
discounted admission price of just $2. 

Ready Set School:
New in 2022, this free admission public health awareness program – 
supported in part by Independence Blue Cross, the Independence Blue 
Cross Foundation, and Keystone First – welcomed 10,000 children and 
families to the Museum for four summer Sundays to learn about healthy 
practices through play-based experiences. In addition, COVID-19 
vaccines were made available for children and adults through a 
partnership with Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania. 

Play Without Boundaries:
This program, funded in part by the Ladies Aid Society of the Penn 
Presbyterian Medical Center, offers free admission to families of  
children with autism, learning disabilities, and other sensory or  
communication needs.
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ACCESS Art Reach: 
The Museum is a proud member of the Museums for All program. SNAP 
EBT and ACCESS cardholders are welcome to visit the Museum any day 
at the deeply discounted rate of $2 per person.

Free Guided Field Trips for Philadelphia  
School District:
In 2019, PTM served over 14,000 children in grades K – 2 and we are 
continuing and enhancing this programming in 2022 and 2023.

Kindergarten Readiness Experience:
Children and their caretakers are invited to attend free hour-long sessions 
over four weeks where they practice school readiness skills in a real-life 
classroom. This initiative is supported in part by Vanguard Strong Start for 
Kids and the U.S. Department of Education. 

Please support Please Touch Museum as we continue to provide  
play-based learning experiences for all children living in the  
Philadelphia region.
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Goal: 360 gift memberships to  
Please Touch Museum 
Tonight, as we celebrate the diversity of communities and cultures of 
Philadelphia with our friends, patrons, and community members, we invite 
all of you to support our Circle of Play Campaign, providing families with 
limited financial resources yearlong gift memberships to Please Touch 
Museum — including unlimited visits, free parking, and carousel rides. 
Your gift will make it possible for more children to…

C A M  A I G N

Your $150 gift  
supports a full year 
of learning through 

play for a family 
with young  

children.

Experience the temporary exhibits and cultural programming 
celebrated throughout the year

Make hands-on discoveries in our Albert M. Greenfield 
Makerspace

Create works of art and get messy in our Creative Arts Studio

Learn basic budgeting in our Cents & Sensibility exhibit, then go  
shopping in the Food & Family Market

Imagine who they may become and how they will change  
the world in Centennial Innovations
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Help us complete our circle!
Our goal is to raise $54,000 by December 31, 2022 – giving 360 
families with limited resources the gift of learning through play.

Your donation of $150 for one family, $300 for two families, $600 for 
four families, or $1,200 for eight families will make it possible for more 
children to explore, create, learn, and imagine the entire kaleidoscope of 
possibilities open to them – resulting in a better world for everyone.

In 2022, over 30% of our visitors attended the Museum for free or at a 
greatly reduced rate. Help more children learn through play by donating 
$150 to sponsor one family for a full year at Please Touch Museum. 

A pledge card and envelope will be provided at your dinner table.

You can also make a gift online at  
pleasetouchmuseum.org/donate/circleofplay
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As a Montessori educator, Portia Sperr understood the learning 
opportunities inherent in play and sought to create a nurturing and 
inclusive environment devoted to it. From her vision, dedication, and 
tireless efforts along with her husband, Otto, Please Touch Museum  
was born. 

The Portia & Otto Sperr Legacy Award recognizes those in our community 
whose contributions build on this transformative legacy. Recipients of this 
award pave the way for Please Touch Museum to introduce every child 
who passes through our doors to the life-changing power of play.

The Portia & Otto Sperr Legacy Award
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Honoring this year's  
recipient:
Stanford Thompson 
Founder and Executive Director,  
Play On Philly

The Portia & Otto Sperr  
Legacy Award

It’s impossible to imagine a more perfect 
match for the Portia & Otto Sperr Legacy 
Award than Play On Philly (POP) and its founder, Stanford Thompson, 
who founded POP in 2011 with two guiding principles: Music education  
is a powerful tool to change lives and uplift communities, and regardless 
of economic circumstances, every student deserves access to  
music education. 

A professional trumpeter and graduate of The Curtis Institute of Music, 
Stanford has successfully guided POP in serving over 2,400 students over 
the years at five POP Music Centers, the POP Summer Program at Temple 
University, and the Marian Anderson Young Artist Program. 

Play On Philly’s vision is a Philadelphia where children and youth aspire 
to achieve success, realize their potential for growth, and are instruments 
of change in our city. POP provides high-quality music education to 
students who would typically lack access as a vehicle for life skills and 
academic achievement. The program includes eight hours of intensive 
music instruction and ensemble practice every week and over 25 
performances each year. Students range from Pre-K to 12th grade and 
are loaned an instrument at no cost. The result? POP students score 10 
points higher on standardized tests and have improved behavior and 
study skills.

On behalf of the children, now and in the future, who have been 
encouraged to become successful students, citizens, and musicians 
through Stanford Thompson’s vision, we salute this transformative 
Philadelphia leader!
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One of Please Touch Museum’s guiding values is community. We provide 
year-round free and low-cost programming opportunities to welcome all 
families, regardless of socioeconomic status, to take part in the magic  
of play. 

New this year, the Children & Families Philanthropy Award recognizes 
an individual or organization that is tirelessly advocating on behalf of 
children in our Philadelphia community. Recipients of this award are 
working toward true equity by supporting children, and by enabling 
families to put their children first.

Children & Families Philanthropy Award
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Honoring this year's  
recipient:
Christine DiBona Lobley 
Executive Director, Fred’s Footsteps

Children & Families Philanthropy Award

In her work as Executive Director of 
Fred’s Footsteps, Christine DiBona Lobley 
leads an organization that arose from  
the natural giving spirit of her father.  
Fred DiBona died at an early age, but not before making an enormous 
impact on the lives of many families through his generosity and big heart. 

Christine was working in a promising career in financial services when she 
left in 2005 to lead Fred’s Footsteps and extend her father’s legacy. With 
a mission to bring hope to families with sick children, the organization 
provides direct financial support to families in financial crisis due to the 
care of a critically or chronically ill child. Fred’s Footsteps understands 
every family is different, working with each family and their social worker 
to adapt support to meet their unique needs. 

Christine is a tailor-made recipient of PTM’s new Children & Families 
Philanthropy Award, designed to recognize an individual or organization 
that is tirelessly advocating on behalf of children in our Philadelphia 
community. With Christine’s leadership, Fred’s Footsteps continues to 
grow as a leading financial support provider in the Philadelphia region, 
providing for more than 1,100 families with over $8.1 million in funding 
to cover pressing needs such as mortgage or rent assistance, utilities, 
home modifications, and more. 

We are incredibly pleased to award Christine DiBona Lobley our first 
Children & Families Philanthropy Award for the critically important work 
she does in support of children and their families.
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Since 1976, Please Touch Museum has created meaningful experiences 
for children and their families that will have a lasting impact and help lay 
the foundation for a lifelong love of learning. 

The Corporate Philanthropy Award recognizes an outstanding business 
that values the vital importance of play in the earliest years. These 
organizations partner with the community and make significant and 
wholehearted investments in our most prized and precious priority:  
our children.

Corporate Philanthropy Award
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Honoring this year's  
recipient:
The GIANT Company 
Accepted on behalf of GIANT  
by Tim Santoro, Divisional  
Vice President, Greater Philadelphia

Corporate Philanthropy Award

The GIANT Company is a purpose-led team, with a significant part of its 
purpose focused on helping to build a better future for families. GIANT 
believes if families are strong, communities are strong, and the company is 
working to make a difference in communities in and around Philadelphia.

Please Touch Museum is not the first to acknowledge The GIANT 
Company for its philanthropy. Recognized by the Philadelphia Business 
Journal in 2021 and 2022 as a Face of Philanthropy Award Winner, and 
by the Urban League of Philadelphia with its Community Service Award 
in 2021, The GIANT Company has been lauded for empowering diverse 
communities and changing lives throughout the region with contributions 
focusing on eliminating hunger, healing our planet, and changing 
children’s lives.

Between September 2021 and August 2022, The GIANT Company 
donated $2.9 million on behalf of its customers to nonprofit partners 
addressing food insecurity; green initiatives through plastic bag recycling, 
plastic reduction efforts, and zero-waste initiatives; and partnerships 
with organizations who are leading the charge to eradicate childhood 
illnesses. PTM has been a beneficiary of The GIANT Company’s 
philanthropy through their sponsorship of our Food & Family Market, 
where children learn about food and its origins and how to make healthy 
nutritional choices.

For their philanthropic efforts in the Greater Philadelphia region, Please 
Touch Museum is thrilled to present The GIANT Company with our 2022 
Corporate Philanthropy Award.
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Past Honorees

Portia & Otto Sperr Legacy Award
2017 – The Albert M. Greenfield Foundation

2018 – Sally Stetson
2019 – Sylvester Mobley

 

Corporate Philanthropy Award
2017 – PECO

2018 – Bank of America
2019 – Tierney

 

Young Philanthropy Award
2017 – The Spruce Foundation

2018 – Garrett Snider
2019 – Nick Bayer
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Presenting Sponsor:  
Patricia D. Wellenbach and Lawrence G. McMichael

Bank of America
Bimbo Bakeries USA
Deloitte
The DiBona and Lobley Families
The GIANT Company
Judi and Scott Hartzell
Independence Blue Cross
Leslie’s Exceptional Home Care

Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer   
 and Joseph Neubauer 
PECO
Philadelphia Phillies
PNC Bank
Susie and Jay H. Shah
Portia H. Sperr

Curiosity Sponsors: 
Accenture
Sharon and Kevin Coghlan 
Ashley Davis 
Dilworth Paxson, LLP 
 HP Law, LLC and the  
 Morgan-Panditaratne Family 
Philadelphia Eagles

The Poores
Meagan and Osman Sheikh
 Ivy Silver and Steven Leshner
Signature 57
 Talcott Resolution
TD Bank
Tuli Family

Wonder Sponsors: 

Play Sponsors: 

Carole Haas Gravagno  

Christine and Brian Lobley

Sponsors
As of 11/1/22
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Friend Sponsors: 
BBD LLC CPAs
Bellevue Strategies 
Harris T. Bock 
The Chamber of Commerce for  
 Greater Philadelphia
Faegre Drinker 
Insomnia Cookies 
Kaplan Partners 
Kevin Luchko Lending Team
Kate and Julian Jiggins 
Jim Roche Real Estate Team
Major Media

 Philadelphia Zoo
 Martha and Duncan Pitcairn 
Drs. Julie and Sheldon Sloan 
Shanna and Tyson Sowell 
Sally and Lee Stetson
 Dick Tewksbury and Beth Rohlfing 
Tompkins Insurance Agencies 
USI Insurance Services
Visit Philadelphia 
Diane and Rick Welsh
Lisa and Paul Yakulis
Zimmerman Studio LLC

Donors: 

Special Thanks To:  

Brulee Catering
Liquid Light Lab
Miami Children’s Museum
Perez Art Museum
Philadelphia Distilling
Philadelphia Phillies

Play On Philly String Ensemble  
The Rittenhouse Hotel
Ivy Silver and Steven Leshner
Vanguard
West Philadelphia High School  
 Drumline

Mark and Sarah Becker
Bernard Bittner
Eliot Freeston
Douglas Frye
Susan and Glenn Fuir
Carol Johnson

Cheryl Cohen and Frank Kimchuk
Metric Point Capital
Rekha Madan and Ryan Hayden
Ashish and Viraj Parikh 
Caro and Bob Rock
Western Alliance Bank
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Host Committee: 
Christine Campbell 
Christine DiBona Lobley 
Samantha Funk 
Kristen D. Han 
Judi Hartzell 

Harsinie Panditaratne 
Christyn L. Rossman 
Tracey Santilli 
Ivy Silver 
Kimberly Wagner

Board of Trustees: 
Patricia D. Wellenbach,  
 President & CEO 
Shawn Tuli, Chair 
Tracey Santilli, Vice Chair
Christine Campbell, Immediate  
 Past Chair 
Kristen D. Han, Secretary 
Timothy Doyle, Treasurer 
Angeline Arumainayagam
David M. Davis 

Karen Griffith Gryga 
Monica Harmon
Arianna Orpello Lewko 
Amy Lim 
Greg Millhauser 
Christyn L. Rossman
Virginia “Ginny” Susini
Richard (Dick) Tewksbury, Jr. 
Timothy Vecchiarelli 
Gabe Weissman 
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Ex-Off icio Members:  
Joshua M. Cohen - Chief of Staff at Office of Councilman Curtis Jones Jr. 
Representing The Honorable Darrell Clarke, Council President

Jinaki Bright - Education Liaison
Representing The Honorable Vincent J. Hughes 
Member, Pennsylvania Senate

Kelly Lee - Chief Cultural Officer at Office of Arts, Culture and the  
Creative Economy 
Representing The Honorable James Kenney, Mayor, City of Philadelphia

Yolanda Mack - Chief of Staff, Representing the Honorable Rep.  
Amen Brown
Member, Pennsylvania House of Representatives

Sudha Suryadevara - Chief of Staff at Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 
Representing Kathryn Ott Lovell, Commissioner of Philadelphia Parks  
and Recreation

Emeritus: 
Elizabeth B. Cartmell
Sharon Coghlan, Esq.
Anne Hamilton

Gie Liem
Portia Sperr
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Ads & Tributes



“Anyone who does anything to  
help a child is a hero to me.” 

- Fred Rogers

- Patricia D. Wellenbach and
Lawrence G. McMichael

Congratulations to the Heroes we are  
celebrating at the 2022 Imagination Ball:

Stanford Thompson

Christine DiBona Lobley

The GIANT Company



Imagination is the spark behind 
every innovation
What begins as free play and creative learning may 
someday lead to breakthroughs we can’t even 
fathom today. The future of healthcare depends on 
us ensuring that all children have access to these 
opportunities to explore and grow, which is why 
we’re so proud to sponsor Imagination Ball 2022.

Learn more about how we’re moving health forward at amerisourcebergen.com



On behalf of the Board of 
Directors, Staff, Teaching 
Artists, and Families of 

Play On Philly, 

we congratulate our 
co-founder

STANFORD THOMPSON

We are proud of his 
accomplishments as an 
exceptional musician, 

a passionate educator, 
and a dedicated leader in

 arts education.

Play On Philly provides underserved 
children in Philadelphia a transformative 
music education experience that develops 
and inspires the behaviors and personal 
skills needed for a successful life. 

Learn more at PlayOnPhilly.org

 

 

 



hellotierney.com

Imagining a brighter 
world, together.
At Tierney, we firmly believe in the mission 
of the Please Touch Museum – changing 
a child’s life as they discover the power of 
learning through play. By inspiring creativity 
and curiosity in all children, we know we can 
build a brighter future. Congratulations to 
this year’s Imagination Ball honorees.





©2022 Bank of America Corporation | MAP4117394 | ESG-297-AD

Please Touch Museum — We’re proud to support 
you
Thank you for your commitment to providing free and low-cost educational programs to ensure all 
children can participate in experiences that will help them develop skills to succeed in school and life.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/about.



®



Dream bigger

www.deloitte.com

Deloitte is proud to be a sponsor of  
The Please Touch Museum’s Imagination Ball.

Copyright © 2022 Deloitte Development LLC. All rights reserved.







The honor of helping families gather 
around the table is never lost on us, 
so we give back in ways that build 

a better future for all. 

OUR PURPOSE

for a

Connecting
families 
better future

for today’s table™



SALUTES
The Please Touch Museum
Independence Blue Cross is proud to sponsor the Imagination 
Ball 2022 and recognizes honorees Christine DiBona Lobley 
and Stanford Thompson for their many contributions to the 
welfare of our area’s children. 

Now more than ever, Independence remains steadfast in its 
support of individuals and community organizations dedicated 
to improving the lives and health of the people in our region.



Congratulations 
to Please Touch Museum 

and all of this year’s 
Imagination Ball honorees!

Judith M. Hartzell, MD  
Philadelphia and Lewisburg, PA 

avalonmedicalsolutions@gmail.com

— O. Fred Donaldson 
Pulitzer nominated author

and renowned play researcher

“ Children learn as they play. 
Most importantly, in play, 

children learn how to learn. ” 



Powering Communities.
PECO is committed to helping the communities 

we serve. That’s why we volunteer and provide 

more than $6 million a year to local community 

and nonprofit organizations across our region.  

We advocate for education, arts and culture, and 

environmental causes in our neighborhoods so 

we can build a stronger tomorrow together.

© PECO Energy Company, 2022. All rights reserved.



©2022 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. 
PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC CON PDF 0618-0106

Thanks for 

putting your 

heart into 

shaping minds, 

every day.

PNC is a proud supporter of the Please Touch Museum 

Imagination Ball 2022 and congratulates the Gala Honorees.



Ideas are easy – 
it’s just doing them 

that’s hard.

Congratulations, 
Please Touch Museum,

on all you have done to help 
children discover the power 
of learning through play.

Portia Sperr, 
Founder, Please Touch Museum

- Otto Sperr

“
”



We are united 
in building  
a brighter  
future for 
everyone.



Hats off to Please Touch 
Museum for another  

fantastic year of  
purposeful play, and  

congratulations to this 
year’s Imagination Ball 

honorees!

- Ashley Davis

Beautiful Blooms is a full service floral & décor company. 
We are a close-knit team of innovative designers, progressive

thinkers, and passionate planners. We offer our clients a bouquet of
services, including comprehensive event design and styling, floral

design, and custom event installations. Whether you are planning an
intimate wedding for 100 or a large celebration for 500, Beautiful

Blooms looks forward to being your partner in this endeavor!

910 Fairmount Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19123
215.925.9300

info@beautifulblooms.com
@beautifulbloomsevents

 



Thank you to the Please 
Touch Museum staff for 
creating a place of joy 

and laughter.  

- The Poores



A Focused Approach to 
Workers’ Compensation Litigation

HP Law provides concierge legal service to employers and 
insurance companies in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

We are proud to offer innovative lawyers who are dedicated to
representing innovative employers in workers’ compensation matters.

HP Law supports Imagination Ball 

PTM – supporting multigenerational  
experiences

- With love, the Silver, Leshner, 
  Barten and Stern Family



As Jacob says, “There  
is always something to  
explore!” We will forever 
appreciate how the PTM 
has created a safe space 
that fosters creativity for 
the beautiful minds of 
our future.  

- With gratitude,
 The Sheikh Family



Congratulations to 
Please Touch Museum 
and our 2022 award 
winners for supporting 
growth and inspiring 
imagination to thrive  
for all children in our  
communities and  
beyond. 

- Sharon and  
 Kevin Coghlan

- The Tuli Family

Thank you to the 
Please Touch Museum 
team members and 
congratulations to this 
year’s Imagination Ball 
honorees. We are 
grateful for the work 
you do in support of 
children and their  
families.





Big hearts  
deserve a  
big hand.

We applaud  
you for all the  

truly meaningful  
work you do in  
our community.

Member FDIC, © 2022, TD Bank, N.A.  
and/or its affiliates. | All Rights Reserved.



Congratulations to the honorees, Shawn Tuli, 
Patricia Wellenbach, and the entire Please Touch team! 

Learning through play fosters the development and  
creativity of our future. Thank you.  

- Susie and Jay H. Shah

Equality drives 
innovation
Equality is a powerful multiplier of 
innovation and growth. It inspires 
creativity and a sense of belonging. 
At Accenture we’re committed to 
championing a culture of equality where 
our people are empowered to be their 
best, professionally and personally. 
Because as equals, anything is possible.

Learn more at accenture.com/equality





4231 Avenue of the Republic | Philadelphia, PA 19131 | 215.581.3179
PleaseTouchMuseum.org/ImaginationBall

Thank you to all  
of our sponsors!

We truly appreciate 
your generosity.

Please Touch 
Museum


